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TW-Support Using the PPH Agreement (I'W-SUPA)
Examination Program

Enacted on March 1, 2012
Amended and reenacted on July 1, 2013

The Tatwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) started the PPH programs with the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) and the Japan Patent Office
(JPO) on September 1, 2011 and May 1, 2012, respectively. The PPH programs
enable an applicant, whose claims are determined to be allowable/patentable in the
Office of First Filing (OFF), to have the corresponding application filed in the
Office of Second Filing (OSF) advanced out of turn for examination while at the
same time atlowing the OSF to exploit the search and examination results of the

OFF.

However, due to the long examination pendency at TIPO, search and examination
results of applications whose OFF is TIPO could not be provided before the
initiation of examination in the OSF. In other words, the making use of $earch and
examination results of the OFF cannot be fully achieved. In order to promote
international work-sharing in patent examination, and to encourage applicants to
take advantage of expedited examination under the PPH program, the TW-Support
Using the PPH Agreement (TW-SUPA) examination program, which was
commenced on March 1, 2012 ended its trial period of more than one year. By
further simplifying required documents and allowing more eligible access to this
program, the TW-SUPA program was revised and became permanent on July 1,

2013,

Where TIPO is the OFF of a TW application and a corresponding foreign
application is later filed in the Patent Office which has a PPH agreement with TIPO,
the applicant may request participation in the TW-SUPA program and request the
TW application be advanced out of turn for examination. TW-SUPA program is
expected to support patent acquisition through PPH and to promote international
work-sharing by providing search and examination results of TIPO at an early stage.

1. Requirements for examination under the TW-SUPA program

There are four requirements for requesting examination under the TW-SUPA

program. These are:

(a) The application is a TW invention application which forms the base for
international priority by a corresponding foreign application, and the
corresponding foreign application was filed in the Patent Office which has a

1



PPH agreement with TIPO.
(b) The applicant should file a request for examination under the TW-SUPA

program with TIPO within six months of filing the corresponding foreign
application.

(¢) The applicant has been notified that a substantive examination for the
application will begin shortly, but a first examination report on the application
has not been issued.

(d) The application has been laid-open prior to filing for TW-SUPA,; if not, the
applicant must request her/his application be published early pursuant to Article
37 Paragraph 2 of the Patent Act.

Since USPTO and JPO have already begun the PPH programs with TIPO, the

corresponding foreign application refers to U.S. utility patent application and JP

invention patent application. Provisional applications, plant applications, design
applications, reissue applications, reexamination proceedings, or applications subject
to secrecy order of USPTO and utility model applications and design applications of

JPO are not within the scope of corresponding US application.

2. Documents to be submitted for examination under the TW-SUPA

program

(a) A request form indicates the Taiwan patent application number, as well as the
country of the corresponding foreign application, its application number and
filing date.

(b) A copy of proof of filing the corresponding foreign application
Proof of filing refers to a proof that indicates the corresponding application has
been filed with the foreign Patent Office and a filing date and application
number have been obtained. Also, this corresponding application has claimed
the TW application for international priority.
Examples of proof of filing could be the filing receipt issued by USPTO (see
attachment 1) or the request form of the corresponding JP application with its
receipt issued by JPO (see attachment 2).

(c) The request fee for TW-SUPA is NT$4,000.

3. Procedures for examination under the TW-SUPA  program

The applicant must complete a request form and submit all required documents
along with NT$4,000 request fee. If the TW invention application is not laid-open at
the time of request, the applicant must request her/his application to be published
early and an early publication request fee of NT$1,000 must be included with the

TW-SUPA request fee.

If the application satisfies all requirements and all required documents are subinitted,
2




a notification of responsive examination opinions, final notice or written decision of
examination will be issued within 6 months. The actual amount of time a

notification would be issued depends on the technical field of the case.

If the application does not qualify for participation in the TW-SUPA program, the
applicant will be notified accordingly to perfect the request. If not perfected, the

application will await action in its regular turn.



Attachment 1: A copy of proof of filing the corresponding foreign application
Example: filing receipt issued by USPTO
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Attachment 2: A copy of proof of filing the corresponding foreign application
Example: request form of the corresponding JP application with its receipt

issued by JPO
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